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l^larch 9, 2004 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Attached is a Form PTO-1449 listing the enclosed documents. 

I hereby certify that each enclosed document listed on the herewith Form PTO- 
1449 was first cited in an Official Action from the Japanese Patent Office, dated 
February 10, 2004, issued in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months ago. 

A partial translation of the Japanese Official Action is attached. See the degree 
of relevancy and/or the particular passages cited for each document in that Official 
Action. An English Abstract of each listed document is also attached. Document JP 9- 
167709 has already been cited in this application and is therefore not included 
herewith. 

If a final Rejection or Notice of Allowance issues on the same day as or before 
the filing date of this Information Disclosure Statement, please consider this a Petition 
under Rule 97(d) (ii), charge the petition fee to our Deposit Account No. 14-1140 under 
Order No. 2018-326, and proceed to consider this Information Disclosure Statement 
under Rule 97 (d). 



SUGIURA et al 
Serial No. 09/635,138 

This Information Disclosure Statement is intended to be in full compliance with 
the rules, but should the Examiner find any part of its required content to have been 
omitted, prompt notice to that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time 
under Rule 97(f), to enable Applicant to comply fully. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the return of a copy of the 
herewith Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 is 



MNLslj 

1100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 



solicited. 



Respectfully submitted. 




NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C 



Michelle N. Lester 
Reg. No. 32,331 
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